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ALBION PLAN COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  The Albion Plan Commission met at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 7, 2011, in the Council Meeting Room located at 211 E Park Drive, Albion, 
Indiana. 
 
ATTENDANCE:  Upon determining a quorum was present, the meeting was called to 
order at 6:02 p.m. by President Max Weber.  Members present were: Max Weber; Joan 
Robinson; Stevie Lemish; Charles Elser; Fred Rawles; Larry Ellet and Chris Magnuson.  
Absent were members Mark Hunter and David Thieme.  Also present: Beth Shellman; 
Brad Ebey; Mike Shellman; Ruth Strater; Margaret Strater; George Vrba and Laurie 
Vrba.     
 
Consideration of Minutes:  A motion to approve the June 15, 2011 regular meeting 
minutes was made and seconded (S. Lemish, J. Robinson).  A voice vote showed the 
motion carried unanimously by a 7-0 vote. 
 
New Business:  
 
Special Use Number 2011-02, Brad & Teresa Ebey, requesting a Special Use 
allowing two upstairs studio apartments in a Central Business (CB) district; real estate 
described as part of Lots 85 & 86 in the Original Plat of Albion, common location 104 N 
Orange Street, (recommending to Albion BZA for final action on September 21, 2011) 
 
Max opened the public hearing at 6:04 p.m.  Brad and Mike explained that they had the 
county building inspector at the property and found out what was needed in order to 
obtain an occupancy permit for two studio apartments above their retail business office 
on the second floor of their building.  Beth spoke with the inspector on the phone and 
confirmed that two apartments would be permitted by the One and Two Family Dwelling 
Code in this CB district.  There would be some remodeling work needed which would be 
covered by a building permit and inspections would be made by the county inspector.     
 
It was noted by the Commission that this request is exactly what has been discussed 
over the past few years - it is necessary for the revitalization of the downtown to 
consider allowing apartments to occupy the upstairs of the commercial buildings 
downtown.  As long as the apartments meet building codes, the parking needs to be 
less restrictive.  Mike Shellman (partner in the Ebey business) summed it up best by 
saying at the meeting:  Multiple income streams are necessary for the building owners 
to keep the downtown area alive.  
 
All interested parties were notified of the request, none were in attendance. 
 
There being no further comment, the public hearing was closed at 6:12 p.m.   A motion 
was then made and seconded (J. Robinson, C. Magnuson) to recommended approval 
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of the request to the Albion BZA on the September 21st.  A voice vote determined the 
motion carried unanimously 7-0.   

Rezoning Number 2011-01, George & Laurie Vrba, requesting to amend the Official 
Zone Maps of Albion by rezoning from Central Business (CB) to Residential Three (R3), 
single family residential, pt of Lots 17, 18 & 19 in Seneca Addition to the Town of Albion, 
common location 308 S York Street, Albion. (recommending to Albion Town Council for 
final action on September 13, 2011) They petitioners are buying the land on contract 
from David Smith who supports the rezoning request.  
 
Max opened the hearing at 6:15 p.m. Neighbors Ruth and Margaret Strater 
(mother/daughter) were in attendance - they had no concerns - just wanted to know 
what was going on.   No other written or verbal communication was officially received. 
 
It was noted that David Smith rezoned this same property in 2006 from R3 to CB with 
plans to operate a gravel hauling business from the site.   
 
The petitioners plan to either construct a residence, move a single-wide manufactured 
home to the site, or remodel the building on the property into a residential structure.  
Laurie Vrba has an advanced form of Multiple Sclerosis (MS) and will eventually end up 
in a wheel chair.  She is looking at moving into a residence that will allow her to 
construct a hard surface driveway and ADA ramps.  They currently reside in a mobile 
home park in Albion.   
 
It was discussed that the petitioners need to file for a Variance if they choose to move 
their 1998 single-wide manufactured home to the property.  The home has vinyl siding 
and a shingled roof with a 10’ x 20’ porch.    
 
Laurie also noted that being in the area will help out the neighbors by having an extra 
set of eyes to thwart vandalism.  There has been prior vandalism in the area. 
  
There being no further discussion, the hearing was closed at 6:22 p.m. and the Plan 
Commission adopted findings in favor of the rezoning after determining converting the 
property back to the original R3 designation would conserve property values and create 
responsible growth; this is not spot zoning as the land is bordered by both CB and R3 
zoning districts and the petitioner’s have significantly improved the lots.   
 
A motion was then made and seconded (L. Ellet, J. Robinson) to recommend the 
rezoning be approved.  A voice vote determined the motion carried 7-0.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business the meeting at 6:30 p.m.   
 
 
 
_____________________________   __________________________ 
Max Weber,                        President   Mark Hunter,                Secretary 


